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puzzling and yet is clear to us now. She was,
as so many people are, two distinct persons:
Elizabeth the girl, and Elizabeth the Queen. As
the girl she enjoyed herself in a whole-hearted
rampageous way, but as Queen she was quite
different. Underneath all her gaiety and robust
fun she was extremely self-controlled, very clear-
headed, and very cautious. She knew that as
ruler she had great difficulties to face, but she
never let her personal feelings interfere; she kept
quite steadily along the line which she planned
out; and she never sacrificed her country to her
personal wishes.
Elizabeth was Queen, and Mary's reign was
over. That reign had proved so full of unhappiness
that people felt as if now they had awoken from a
nightmare. The whole nation turned away from
it, and hoped for happier days. So when Elizabeth
rode up from the country she was met by huge
welcoming crowds. Once more she passed -in^
procession through London's streets, and agaiii
she was bound for the Tower. But this time the
guns roared welcome to her, trumpets blew, and
crowds shouted and cheered. From the Tower
she set out, one Sunday in January, to be crowned
at Westminster. She was dressed in cloth of gold,
and the sharp winter sun caught her jewels and
made them sparkle. Behind her came a procession-
of a thousand people. She was carried in an open
litter, with the gentlemen of the guard in scarlet
walking beside her* The vast crowds which lined